effect of fat (unsaturated as well as saturated) on the development of the mammary gland. Readers, however, will be grateful for the list of food components that suppress the genotoxicity of others and for the excellent (but depressing) review of the contradictory epidemiological evidence relating to the causes of colon cancer. RICHARD There is an impressive list of internationally-known names on the editorial and advisory board. It is an unusual journal in that it is directed towards research into a fairly narrow (though very important) spectrum of diseases. The annual subscription is not expensive by today's standard and there is a reduced subscription rate for personal subscriptions in developing countries. This is particularly important, for a high proportion of the readership is expected to be working in, or training for work in, the developing countries. This journal could become essential reading for those concerned with the problems of diarrhoeal diseases. The editors will need, however, to build up the number of committed authors who will prefer to publish in this journal rather than elsewhere, but at the same time maintain a high scientific standard of published papers. There is an annotated bibliography of Asian literature on diarrhoeal diseases which adds considerably to the usefulness of the journal. This journal deserves support and should be taken by libraries in the developed as well as developing countries, for there is no doubt that diarrhoeal diseases are still a major health problem. This book sets out to provide either 'an up-todate view of respiratory control mechanisms' or 'an entree to a massive literature' for clinicians, advanced students and others. I read it from the point of view of a physiologist interested in respiration for general teaching and examining purposes; but also sought advice from a specialist colleague.
Each chapter starts from very elementary points and progresses to current up-to-date views on the subject, taking the reader at a moderate pace through selected pieces of evidence on the way. I found that this worked well for me in the chapters which I read fully. For example, the early part of the oxygen transport chapter gave a good account of the physics of diffusion, etc., as applied to oxygen and carbon dioxide transport, and I was pleased to be updated on 'J' receptors. My specialist colleague remarked that, while there was a great deal on peripheral mechanisms, there was not much on central control niechanisms.
The book contains a number of unfortunate features:
(1) The English is often very tortuous, e.g. p 166 'with parallel running equidirectionally perfused capillaries (cylinder model)'.
(2) The figure captions are idiosyncratic; they are in slightly larger and bolder type above the figures rather than, as usual, below them. I never got used to this. I found a number of the figures unintelligible, e.g. 9.2.
(3) The letter spacing is often very uneven, especially in the index.
Despite these criticisms I think that this is a book which advanced students and others might well find useful. The concept behind this series is to draw together the medical school divisions of preclinical studies, pathology and clinical practice in the study and teaching of organ based specialties. This goal resembles the 'subject committee block teaching' practised in many American medical schools. Haematology happens to be particularly well suited to this approach, since the pathophysiology is possibly better understood than for any other branch of medicine and the clinical care of patients is highly integrated with laboratory investigation. Likewise, haematologists are often involved in both clinical management and laboratory work. How well does this book achieve its stated aim at the undergraduate level? Firstly, one has to recognize that a subject that stretches over 1700 closely printed large pages in a full length treatment such as Williams (Hematology, McGraw-Hill 1977) is here compressed to 96 pages of lowish-density layout. The breadth of coverage combined with extreme brevity has produced a very sketchy, superficial treatment in which, at times, even sense is sacrificed to space.
